
Social Work and Exclusion 2027

Course Catalogue - Department Muenster



Course catalogue "Social Work and Exclusion" 2027 - MUENSTER (07/2026)

Overview

1. Human Rights and Social Work/Inclusive Education 

2. Violence against Children and Women

3. Mediation

4. Social Skills for Transcultural Social Work 

5. Basics of social diagnosis/assessment, methods and Coaching in Social Work 

6. Professional Discretion and Decision-Making in Social Work 

7. Community Work

8. Inclusion in the Context of Child-Rearing Support Services
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Human Rights and Social Work/Inclusive Education

Lecturer: Prof. Dr. Sabine Schäper
ECTS: 3 ECTS

Human dignity and human rights as their "conditions of experience" (Maaser) provide an important framework for 

professional practice in social work and inclusive education. To ensure that they are effectively implemented, the 

relevant conventions provide monitoring procedures, action plans and human rights education measures. In this 

seminar we will explore how professional practice can contribute to realizing human rights, using the example of 

various UN conventions and referring to different countries. Incoming students and students preparing for their 

practical training period (maybe abroad) are invited to reflect on one's own possibilities in concrete projects or 

individual support for addressees.
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Violence against Children and Women

Lecturer:  Prof. Dr. Grit Höppner, Prof. Dr. Judith Haase
ECTS: 3 ECTS

The subject of this seminar is violence against two socially disadvantaged and particularly vulnerable groups of people: 

children and women. Violence against children and women are complex and multi-layered problems caused by a variety of 

factors. The seminar focuses on violence against children and women in the domestic context. Since the seminar will be 

organized by lecturers from Münster and Bangalore, the emphasis of the seminar will be on Germany and India.

We will examine the causes, manifestations, and consequences of domestic and intimate partner violence. Additionally, we 

will explore the national and international rights of children and women, along with the legal basis for their protection. 

Finally, we will discuss preventive, supportive, and intervening support from professionals.

The seminar will take place as a block event on site at the katho in Münster. The students can expect a combination of 

lectures, group work and visits in facilities in which professionals provide support. We use interactive and participative 

approaches to encourage exchange and reflection among students. We also involve professionals to provide practical 

insights.
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Mediation

Lecturer: Prof. Dr. Georg Albers 
ECTS: 4,5 ECTS

Mediation is known as a concept and a method for helping and assisting conflicting sides in finding a mutual 

satisfying solution by an impartial third party.  It has become an important element for intervention in many fields of 

application, like victim-offender mediation, peer-mediation in schools, community-neighborhood mediation, 

divorce-mediation and many more. Furthermore, mediation has become popular as a tool in business, politics and 

legal affairs. Hence, it will be beneficial to focus on the concept, the methods and the role of the mediator. Of 

particular interest for this seminar will be the training aspect, that is the chance to roleplay to enhance one’s own 

competencies.
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Social Skills for Transcultural Social Work

Lecturer: Michael Rölver, M.Sc.
ECTS: 3 ECTS

The seminar aims to foster transcultural learning by enhancing students’ awareness of their own cultural identities, 

promoting sensitivity to cultural diversity, and developing practical social skills essential for professional practice in 

diverse socio-cultural contexts.

Social work and inclusive education are professions that operate in a variety of socio-cultural contexts and 

encounter diverse norms and values. In pluralistic societies undergoing transition, social skills represent key 

competencies for practitioners. Essential preconditions include awareness of one’s own cultural background and 

sensitivity to cultural diversity.

Drawing on practical experiences, students will reflect on their own cultural identity and its relevance for their 

professional competencies. Transcultural learning is understood as a continuous process through which students, by 

active participation, will develop practical skills.
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Basics of social diagnosis/assessment, methods and Coaching in Social Work 

Lecturer: Prof. Dr. Kolja Heckes
ECTS: 3 ECTS

Tba.
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Professional Discretion and Decision-Making in Social Work

Lecturer: Michael Rölver, M.Sc.
ECTS: 3 ECTS

The seminar aims to explore the role of professional discretion in social work decision-making, examining how social 

workers balance autonomy, legislation, and professional knowledge in their practice.

Decision-making is a fundamental process in social work and inclusive education. Professionals make decisions 

about how to approach clients and how to handle specific cases. Social workers have considerable autonomy in 

carrying out their work. This autonomy can be discussed in terms of professional discretion (in German Ermessen). 

Social legislation and professional knowledge serve as important points of reference.

Michael Lipsky described social workers, among other professionals, as street-level bureaucrats who implement 

social policy at the frontline. The seminar will discuss to what extent discretion is necessary in social work and how 

its use affects professional practice.
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Community Work

Lecturer:  Prof. Dr. Felix Manuel Nuss
ECTS: 3 ECTS

The aim of the course is to give students an insight into theoretical and practical references (methods) of community 

work traditions in the field of social work.

In this seminar, we explore the impact of community work on social work, analyzing its historical and theoretical 

roots, as well as its political and democratic traditions.

We also take a deeper look into current practical projects in Germany and other European countries, inviting 

partners from the field to participate in the seminar online and we go on field excursions.
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Inclusion in the Context of Child-Rearing Support Services

Lecturer:  Prof. Dr. Eva Christina Stuckstätte
ECTS: 3 ECTS

Approaching and designing Child-Rearing Support Services in situations of family crises (in outpatient and inpatient 

settings) from an inclusive and socio-spatial perspective poses very different challenges for the theory and practice 

of welfare systems. In this seminar, we will examine current professional discourses on support services, discuss 

international perspectives, engage in dialogue with practitioners during field visits (in the Netherlands), and develop 

ideas for concepts for support services that promote inclusion and are grounded in a socio-spatial approach.
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